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~& Abstract 4

Religious texts have had a great impact on aspects of life. It was natural for
this influence to include literature as well. Hardly a diwan of modern poetry
is devoid of quoted religious references or symbols« through which the poet
transmits some of the contemporary contents dealt with in some of his/her
poems. Nazik Almalayika was considered one of the pioneer poets of her
generation who used religious signs and symbols with full awareness and
mastered them clearly. This is because« on the one hand: these signs pos-
sess symbolic charges and« on the other hand« they embody an aspect of
collective culture. Also« discussing religious symbols in her poems leads us to
talk about the resources and sources from which the poetess inspired these
symbols. Most of them go back to the Islamic religion and Quranic stories. It
is not exaggerated when saying that Nazik Almalayika was one of the most
poets who focused on their inner life« with the high sensitivity and tenderness
she was known for. It prompted her to compensate for this by forming the
sensitivity of her own poetic dream« expressing the sensitivity of the female
entity« and belonging to a turbulent world. Thus« she sought to shape a mysti-
cal life within her being to be a sanctuary for her« in the hope of being able to
hide behind its walls from what surrounds her. Therefore« we see her choos-
ing her masks and symbols to expose the falsehood of her era by embodying
the characters present in the cultural heritage« whether those characters are
negative or positive. She had a complete belief that history repeats itself and
that what is happening is a representation of past events. Hence« she could
embody her symbols in line with the spirit of the age

asking for forgiveness and repentance. Thus« her standpoints fluctuated
from doubt to certainty. A certainty characterized by the depth that a person
can only reach after research and contemplation.
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