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Abstract
To investigate the effect of chemical mutagens: sodium azide (SA), hydrazine
hydrate (HZ) and maleic hydrazine (MH) on morphological variations of faba bean
traits. Seeds were soaked in distilled water for six hours, then in different
concentrations of the above mentioned mutagens (0.01, 0.03, 0.05%) represented by
(C1,C2 and C3 respectively) for six hours and planted in the field in winter 20132014. Factorial Experiment was arranged in Randomized Complete Block Design
(RCBD) with three replications to each treatment. The results of statistical analysis
showed significant differences among studied treatments. All mutagens showed
significant reduction in plan height and number of branches per plant compared with
control plants which gave the highest plant height and number of branches per plant
(117.55cm and 13.73 respectively). SA gave a significant decrement in plant height
(103.95cm). HZ gave the longest day for 50% flowering (80.78 days), a significant
increase in leaf area index (4.10), chlorophyll content (43.50) have been achieved.
MH caused an earliness in flowering of treated plants (79.22days). C3 was superior
in the leaf area index (4.07), chlorophyll content (44.79) and earliness in flowering
(78.78 days), while C1 gave a longer period of 50% flowering ( 80.89 days).
Significant differences also observed in the interaction between mutagens and
concentrations. (MHXC3) gave a less period to 50% flowering (77 days) and
showed superiority in leaf area index (5.07) and number of branches per plant
(14.79). HZ x C1 mean while an increment in number of days to50% flowering
(82.66 days) but HZ x C2 gave highest plant height resulted in reached (121.18cm),
while (SAxC2) treatment yielded in lowest plant height (96.49) cm and (SAxC3)
gave maximum chlorophyll content (47.93).
Keywords: Vicia faba L., mutagen, hydrazine hydrate, sodium azide and maleic
hydrazine, morphological traits.

تاثير المطفرات الكميائية على بعض الصفات المورفولوجية لنبات الباقالء
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اظهرت0 ( بثالث مكررات لكل معاملةRCBD( استخدمت تجربة عاملية بتصميم القطاعات الكاملة المعشاة

 جميع المطفرات سببت انخفاض ًا في0نتائج التحليل االحصائي اختالفات جوهرية بين المعامالت المدروسة
ارتفاع النبات وعدد فروع النبات مقارنة بمعاملة المقارنة التي سجلت أعلى ارتفاع نبات وعدد فروع نبات

 اعلى معدلHZ  سم واعطى103.95  اعطى اقل ارتفاعاً بلغSA 0 على التوالي000.0 ,  سم00.000

 و000.  يوم ودليل المساحة الورقية بلغ80.78  تزهير بلغ%0. في عدد االيام وصوال الى مرحلة

 حقق0MH يوم في المطفر79.22  تزهير بلغت%50  اقل عدد ايام وصوال الى مرحلة00000. الكلوروفيل

 كما بكرت النباتات في مرحلة000.4  و الكلوروفيل4.07  اعلى معدل في دليل المساحة الورقية بلغC3

 يوم وجد80.89  تزهير في%0.  اطول مدة وصوال لمرحلةC1 يوم بينما اعطى78.78  تزهير في%0.
00.. اعلى دليل مساحة ورقية بلغتMH XC3 تداخل معنوي بين المطفرات والتراكيز أذ أعطى االمطفر

 اطول مدةHZ X C1 يوم بينما اعطى77  تزهير في% 0.  وبكرت بمرحلة000.4 نبات/وعدد فروع

SA X  سم اما121.18  اعطى اعلى ارتفاع نبات بلغC2  يوم وعند82.66  تزهير في%0. وصوال الى
047.93  اعلى محتوى كلوروفيل بلغC3  سم وعند96.49  اعطى اقل ارتفاع نبات بلغC2

Introduction
The faba bean (Vicia faba L.) is one of the Fabaceae families (Leguminosae), It is widely
considered as a good source of protein, starch, cellulose and minerals for humans in developing
countries and for animals [1]. The nutritional value of faba bean is high, and in some areas is
considered to be superior to peas or other grain legumes[2] The main strategy in mutation based
breeding has been to upgrade the well adapted plant varieties by improving a few desirable major yield
and quality traits [3]. Chemical mutagenesis is an approach to create mutation in plants for their
improvement of potential agronomic traits. Many chemical mutagens have been employed for
obtaining useful mutants in various crop species [4] .Series of experiments carried out with various
crops and proved that chemical mutagens induce polygenic variability [5], The efficiency of mutant
production depends on many conditions such as concentration, PH, temperature, soaking into water,
and treatment duration. Sodium azide (SA) caused reducing plant height of faba bean, the trait was
found negatively affected and was positively correlated with mutagenic concentration [6]. Sodium
azide was used in many studies to induce mutation as found by Mostafa [7] on Helianthus annuus,
Kumar and Dwivedi [8 ] on Brassica campestris L. It creates point mutation and damages the
chromosomes and thus produces bearing in the plants for many adverse conditions [9]. Hydrazine
hydrate (HZ) has been reported to induce a variety of morphological, physiological and chlorophyll
mutants in several crop plants [10]. HZ reacts with the pyrimidines in DNA to saturate the 5,6 open
up the pyrimidine ring with consequent loss of pyrimidines from DNA [11]. Maleic hydrazide (MH) is
possibly through its interference with synthesis of uracil or becoming incorporated into RNA
molecule replacing the uracil. It reacts with sulphydril groups of nucleic acids [12]. Naidu et al. [13]
who found that (MH) suppressed plant height and enhanced the plant spread and number of laterals
over control. The aim of this study to evolution the effects of chemicals mutagens on some
morphological traits, and to assess best mutagens concentration. The possibility of use in programs
development.
Materials and methods
The study was conducted in an experimental station of the field crops departments, college of
Agriculture in Abu-Ghraib, University of Baghdad. The area of experimental unit was 10 m2 with five
furrows. The space between furrows was 0.75m and between plants was 0.3m. To achieve planting
densities 44444 plants/ha. Seeds sowing at 30 October. The fertilizer used was diamonium phosphat
(DAP) (P2O4 46%, N 18%) at a rate of 400 Kg/ha was added to the soil before seeds sowing [14] was
added to soil at one batch and mixed with the soil at tillage. Then, a second batch of nitrogen fertilizer
(N 46%) was added at a rate of 50kg/ha [15]. The other required culture practices for growing faba
bean were followed as recommended. Seeds were obtained from college of Agriculture Baghdad
University. Two hundred forty seeds of faba bean were soaked in distilled water for six hours, and
then treated with different concentrations (0.01, 0.03 and 0.05%) represented by (C1,C2 and C3
respectively) for each mutagens SA, HZ and MH for six hours except control treatment. These
materials were prepared in sodium buffer adjusted at pH7[16].
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Morphological traits
Days to 50% flowering: The calculated number of days from sowing date to 50% flowering.
Plant height (cm): was measured on week before harvest, it was measured from the tip to the ground
level of the plant [17].
Leaf Area Index (LAI): Leaf area/plant (cm2) was calculated at the beginning of the pod filling stage
[18]. Leaf area index was calculated by the equation: Leaf area index=leaf area of plant/ the area
occupied by the plant. By using the disk method as described by [19]
Chlorophyll index: by using SPAD device and taking the mean of upper five leaves and lower five
leaves, then calculating the chlorophyll index mean.
Number of branches per plant.
Statical analysis
The experiment was arranged in randomized complete block design (RCBD) with three replicates
for each treatment the obtained data were analyzed by variance using statistical analysis system
(SAS) program [20] the means were compared with Least Significant Differences (LSD) at a level 5
%.
Results and discussion
Days to 50% flowering
Results in table-1 indicated that the mutagen HZ delayed flowering of treated plants significantly
(80.78 days) compared to MH and Control plants (79.22, 79.33 days, respectively). These results
agreed with Lasker and Khan [21] who found a reduction in this trait due to treatment with MH.
Variation in this trait referred to the phytohormone levels of indole acetic acid (IAA) at blooming
which was significantly higher with MH [22]. Concentration of mutagens (C1 &C2) gave the longest
period (80.89 &80.33 days, respectively) affected this trait significantly compared to control and C3
(79.33 & 78.78 days respectively). This variation due to damage in cell constituents at molecular level
or altered enzyme activity [16]. These results agreed with Ali et al. [23] who found that SA induced
the longest delay in flowering of lentil plants. Significant interaction between (MH x C3) gave the
shortest period (77 days) compared to (HZ x C1) which gave the longest period (82.66 days ) . These
results are in agreement with those of Alka and Khan) [11].
Table 1-Effect of sodium azide, hydrazine hydrate and maleic hydrazine on days to 50% flowering of faba bean

Mutagens

Concentrations%

C1
C2
C3

0.01
0.03
0.05
Mean
LSD= 0.05

Mean

SA
79.33
81.33
79.33

HZ
82.66
79.66
80.00

MH
80.66
80.00
77.00

80.89
80.33
78.78

80.00

80.78

79.22

Control=79.33

Con.: 0.81 *

Mutagens: 0.81*

Conc. x Mutagens: 1.40*

Plant height (cm)
Results in table-2 showed that all mutagens (SA, HZ and MH) reduced plant height (103.95,
108.34 and 110.33) significantly compared to control plants (117.55 cm). It was reported that SA at a
concentration of 0.05% reduced groundnut plant height [24]. The ability of SA to enter the cell of
living organisms to interact with the DNA produces the toxic effects associated with their mutagenic
properties and inhibition of protein synthesis this lead to a reduction in plant height. Similar findings
have been reported by Mostafa [7] also. The concentration of these mutagens (C1,C2 , C3) decreased
plant height significantly (106.28, 110.12 and 106.23 cm, respectively) compared to control plants
(117.55 cm). Significant interaction (HZxC2) gave the highest value of plant height 121.18cm, while
(SAxC1) was the lowest value (96.49 cm). These results may be attributed to various factors such as
changes in the metabolic activity of the cells, the inhibitory effects of mutagens and to disturbance of
the balance between promoter and inhibitors of growth regulators. These results were agreed with
Tariq et al., and Mensah, and Obadoni [6, 24] with SA on faba bean and groundnut respectively.
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Table 2-Effect of sodium azide, hydrazine hydrate and maleic hydrazine on plant height of faba bean

Concentrations%

Mutagens
SA
HZ
MH
C1
0.01
117.08
97.67
104.10
C2
0.03
96.49
121.18
112.66
C3
0.05
98.28
106.19
114.23
Mean
103.95
108.34
110.33
LSD= 0.05
Conc.: 2.41 *
Mutagens: 2.41 * Conc. x Mutagens: 4.17*

Mean
106.28
110.12
106.23
Control= 117.55

Leaf area index (LAI)
The results in Table-3 showed the highest leaf area index was obtained from HZ and MH (4.1 and
3.99, respectively) but no significant difference between them. The reason for maximizing leaf area
index with HZ may be related for nitrogen rise due to increased cell division and expansion of leaves
[25]. Indole acetic acid (IAA) positive correlation with MH, action in cell division and cell elongation.
Result agreement with Ganesh et al. [26]. A C3 gave a maximum leaf area index was 4.07. Also, a
significant interaction between mutagens and concentrations. The maximum and minimum effects on
this trait were resulted by MHxC3 and SAxC2 (5.07, 3.17, respectively).
Table 3-Effect of sodium azide, hydrazine hydrate and maleic hydrazine on leaf area index of faba bean

Mutagens

Concentrations%

Mean

SA

HZ

MH

C1

0.01

3.25

4.84

3.48

3.86

C2

0.03

3.17

3.81

3.41

3.47

C3

0.05

3.49

3.63

5.07

4.07

3.31

4.10

3.99

Control =3.16

Conc.: 0.24 *

Mutagens: 0.24 *

Mean
LSD= 0.05

Conc. x Mutagens: 0.42*

Chlorophyll index
Table-4 indicated to the significant effect of mutagens HZ and SA on chlorophyll index (43.50%
and 43.28% ) compared to control (40.48%). No significant effect was found among mutagens in this
experiment. C3 and C1 gave the higher chlorophyll content (44.79% and 43.32%) compared to control
plants. There is a significant difference among mutagens and their concentrations. Maximum content
of chlorophyll was achieved by (SAxC3) and (HZxC1) reached to (47.93 %and 45.11%, respectively),
similar results with AL-Qurainy [9] in rice with SA at 3mM concentration, but disagree with
Mshembula et al. [27] found lower concentrations of SA increased leaf area in cowpea. The reason
behind variability in total chlorophyll content is there are many mutations at various loci of a genome
by various concentrations of mutagens [9].
Table 4-Effect of sodium azide, hydrazine hydrate and maleic hydrazine on chlorophyll index of faba bean

Concentrations%

Mutagens
HZ
45.11
42.18

MH
45.03
39.93

Mean

C1
C2

0.01
0.03

SA
39.80
42.09

C3

0.05

47.93

44.20

42.25

44.79

43.28

43.50

42.41

Control =0.48

Mean
LSD= 0.05

Conc. : 2.78 *

Mutagens: 2.78*
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Number of branches/plant
Control treatment gave maximum number of branches per plant were 13.73 compared with
mutagens as indicate in table-5. No significant effects among mutagens on the number of branches per
plant. The less number of branches was 11.01 with HZ. Shimizu-Sato. and Mori [28] observed that
both hormones and genes have a role in determining the branching pattern of plants, can be related to
the inhibitory effect of azide ions that binds to the enzymes involved in cellular energy production
[29], or due to decrease plant high. Similar results with Warghat et al.[30] the effect of SA in
decreasing number of branches with musk okra. Significant differences were observed among
concentrations of mutagens on this trait. Control treatment and C3, gave the highest number of
branches per plant were (13.73and 13.67, respectively) and no significant differences between them,
while C1and C2, gave lowest number of branches per plant were (11.47, 9.60, respectively). Due to
heritability change produced by chromosomal aberration or chromosomes damaged [31]. Table-5
showed the interaction between the mutagens and their concentrations was significant. The highest
mean was 14.79 in treated plants with (MHxC3). This may indicate that mutagen concentration acts as
a potent antiauxin [32], and loss of apical dominance resulted more branching. These results agree
with Naidu et al. [13].
Table 5-Effect of sodium azide, hydrazine hydrate and malice hydrazine on number of branches/plant of faba
bean

Concentrations%

Mutagens
HZ
10.66
9.92

MH
12.66
9.10

Mean

C1
C2

0.01
0.03

SA
11.10
9.76

C3

0.05

13.77

12.44

14.79

13.67

11.55

11.01

12.19

Control =13.73

Mean
LSD= 0.05

Conc. : 1.49*

Mutagens: 1.49

11.47
9.60

Conc. x Mutagens: 2.57*

Conclusion
Results showed the application of treatments by the mutagens use have enhance the probability to
induce genetic variability for morphological traits and qualitative variations which can be favourably
exploited by plant breeders in improving the genotype of faba bean. Third concentration could be
utilized to increase chlorophyll content with sodium azide, leaf area index, and number of branches
per plant and fewer days for 50% flowering in maleic hydrazine.
References
1. Haciseferogullari, H. Gezer, I. Bahtiyarca,Y. and Menges, H. O. 2003. Determination of some
chemical and physical properties of sakiz faba bean (Vicia faba L. Var. major). J. Food Eng. 60,
pp:475-479.
2. Crépon, K. Marget, P. Peyronne,t C. Carrouée, B. Arese, P. and Duc, G. 2010. Field Crops
Research,115, pp: 329-339.
3. Wilde, H.D. Chen, Y. Jiang, P. and Bhattacharya, A. 2012.Targeted mutation breeding of
horticultural plants. Emir. J. Food Agric. 24 (1), pp:31-41.
4. Roychowdhury, R. Alam, M.J.F. Bishnu, S. Dalal, T. and Tah, J. 2012. Comparative study for
chemical mutagenesis on seed germination, survivability and pollen sterility in M1 and M2
generations of Dianthus. Plant Breed Seed Sciences, 65 (1), pp: 29–38.
5. Khan, S. Parveen, K. and Goyal, S.2011. Induced mutations in chickpea – morphological
mutants. Front. Agric.China.5(1),pp : 35-39.
6. Tariq, A. B. , Monika, S. and Anis ,M. 2007.Comparative analysis of mitotic aberrations induced
by diethyl sulphate (DES) and sodium azide (SA) in Vicia faba L.(Fabaceae). Pakistan Journal of
Biological Sciences 10(5), pp:783-787.

7055

Al-Nuaimi and Al-Shamma

Iraqi Journal of Science, 2015, Vol 56, No.3C, pp: 2506-2512

7. Mostafa, G.G. 2011. Effect of sodium azide on the growth and variability induction in Helianthus
annuus L. International Journal of Plant Breeding and Genetics. 5 (1), pp:76-85.
8. Kumar,G. and Dwivedi, K. 2013. Sodium azide induced complementary effect of chromosomal
stickiness in Brassica campestris L. Jordan Journal of Biological Sciences. 6(2), pp:85-90.
9. Al- Qurainy, F. and Khan, S. 2009. Mutagenic effects of sodium azide and its application in crop
improvement. World Appl. Sci. J. 6, pp:1589-1601.
10. Wani, M.R. and Khan S. 2006. Estimates of genetic variability in mutated populations and the
scope of selection for yield attributes in Vigna radaita (L.) Wilczek. Egyptian J. Bio. 8, pp: 1-6.
11. Alka and Khan, S. 2011. Induced variation in quantitative traits due to chemical
mutagen(Hydrazine Hydrate) treatment in Lentil (Lens culinaris Medik.). Indian Streams
Research Journal .1, pp:18-24.
12. Kimball, R. F. 1977. The mutagenicity of hydrazine and some of its derivatives. Mut. Res. 39, pp:
111-126.
13. Appleton, M,D. Haab, W. Eisenstadt, M.L. Rodgers, R. and Thoman, C.J. 1981. Incorporation of
maleic hydrazide into ribonucleic acid of Sccharomyces cerevisiae. J. Agric. Food Chem. 29,
pp:986-989.
14. Naidu, J.H. Sekhar, P. R. and Sasikala, K. 2014. Effect of plant growth retardants and spacings on
vegetative growth and flower yield of African marigold (Tagetes erecta L) cv pusa narangi
gainda. International Journal of Farm Sciences 4(2), pp: 92-99.
15. Elsahookie, M. M., Toma, A., and Nayef, M. 1999. Selection and evaluation of two faba bean
culivars. The Iraqi Jurnal of Agricultural Science.30(2), pp:1-12.
16. Mady, M.A. 2009. Effect of foliar application with yeast extract and Zinc on fruit setting and
yield of Faba bean (Vicia faba L.). J. Biol. Environ. Sci. 4(2), pp: 109 127.
17. Khan,S. and Goyal, S.2009. Improvement of mung bean varieties through induced mutations. Afr.
J. Plant Sci.,3, pp:174-180.
18. Al Isawi, Y.J. 2010. Effect of foliar application with boron and zinc elements on growth and yield
of six varieties of faba bean (vicia faba L.).Ph.D. Thesis. University of Baghdad, Baghdad, Iraq.
19. Igwilo, N. 1982. Nodulation and nitrogen accumulation in field beans (Vicia faba L.). Journal of
Agricultural Sciences,Camb. 98, pp: 269-288.
20. Abo El-Zahab, A. A., Ashor, A. M. and Al-Hadeedy, K. H. 1980. Comparative analysis of
growth ,development and yield of five field bean cultivars (Vicia faba L.). Zeitschrift fur Ackerund pflanzenbau, 149(1), pp:1-13.
21. SAS, 2010. Statistical Analysis System, User's Guide. Statistical. Version 9.1th ed. SAS. Inst. Inc.
Cary. N.C. USA.
22. Lasker, R.A. and Khan, S. 2014. Mutagenic effects of MH and MMS on induction of variability
in broad bean (Vicia faba L.). Annual Research & Review in Biology 4(7), pp: 1129-1140.
23. Ullah, H. Bano, A. Khokhar, K. M. and Mahmood, T. 2011. Effect of seed soaking treatment
with growth regulators on phytohormone level and sex modification in cucumber (Cucumis
sativus L.). African Journal of plant Science, 5 (10), pp: 599-608.
24. Ali, A. Yubed, K. Deka, U. K. and Tomar, S.M.S. 2014. Effect of sodium azide on seed
germination and related agro-metrical traits in M1 lentil (Lens culinaris Medik.) generation.
World Journal of Agricultural Sciences 10 (3), pp: 95-102.
25. Mensah, J. K. and Obadoni, B. 2007. Effects of sodium azide on yield parameters of groundnut
(Arachis hypogaea L.). African Journal of Biotechnology. 6, pp: 668-671.
26. Logan, D.C. 2007. Plant mitochondria. Blackwell Pub. Ltd., U.K. pp: 342.
27. Ganesh, S., Kannan, M., Jawaharlal,M. and Jeyakumar, P. 2014. Growth, physiology and
flowering of chrysanthemum var. punch as affected by daminozide and maleic hydrazide. African
journal of biotechnology 13(32), pp: 3230-3238.
28. Mshembula B.P., Mensah J.K. and Ikhajiagbe B. 2012. Comparative assessment of the mutagenic
effects of sodium azide on some selected growth and yield parameters of five accessions of
cowpea–Tvu-3615,Tvu-2521, Tvu-3541, Tvu-3485 and Tvu-3574. Arch. Appl. Sci. Res. 4:16821691.
29. Shimizu-Sato S. and Mori, H.2001. Control of outgrowth and dormancy in axillary buds. Plant
Physiol, 127, pp:1405–1413.

7055

Al-Nuaimi and Al-Shamma

Iraqi Journal of Science, 2015, Vol 56, No.3C, pp: 2506-2512

30. Khan, S. Al-Qurainy, F. and Firoz, A. 2009. Sodium azide: A chemical mutagen for enhancement
of agronomic traits of crop plants environ. We Int. J. Sci. Tech. 4, pp:1-21.
31. Warghat, A., Rampure N.H. and Wagh. 2011. Effect of sodium azide and gamma rays
treatments on percentage germination, survival, morphologic variation and chlorophyll mutation
in musk okra(Abelmoschus moschatus L.) International Journal of Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Sciences . 3(5), pp: 483-486.
32. Sander, C., Nillan, R.A., Kleinhof, S.A., and Vig, B.K., 1978. Mutagenic and chromosome
breaking effects of azide in barley and human leukocytes. Mutation Research 50:67-76.
33. Lavee,S. 1980. IAA reversible agrowth inhibition of grape shoots (Vitis vinifera) by malic
hydrazide compared to gibberellic acid induced growth. Vitis 19, pp:207-215.

.

7057

