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Abstract

Iraqi people have been exposed to multiple and prolonged
traumatic events. These events negatively affected the various
aspect of life. Although the vast majority of people experienced
such events, children were the most affected by traumatic stress
either in a direct or indirect way. The previous studies clearly
showed that such events had negative impacts on children's life as
well as their perception of the world.

The current study aimed to analysis children's paintings to
determine the important themes in these paintings.

Sixty four paintings were randomly selected for children in the
4™ 5™ and 6" class of the primary school.

The results showed clear effects of war and violence actions on
the Iragi community in general and children in a special manner.
Their paintings showed clear lack of safety feelings. These feeling
were reflected in draw the houses with high walls, bodyguards,
and policemen. In addition, their painting expressed high levels of
anxiety and fear. This can be seen from painting that showed
people with hidden faces and have guns. At the same time, the
trees were drawn short.
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